COMBINED ASSURANCE
A combined assurance model is applied to provide a coordinated approach to all assurance activities.
The combined assurance model aims to optimise the assurance coverage obtained from management, internal assurance
providers and external assurance providers on the risk areas affecting the group. Within DAWN there are a number of
assurance providers that either directly or indirectly provide certain assurances over the adequacy and effectiveness of those

Collectively, the activities of these assurance providers, each representing a line of defence for the group, are referred to as the
combined assurance model.
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Board of directors objectively assesses:

th

– strategy, budgets, performance, resources,
transformation, diversity, employment equity and
standards of conduct.

line of
defence

Board committees provide assurance as follows:

GOVERNING BODY AND
COMMITTEES

controls and enterprise-wide risk management;
– Remuneration committee – controls in the
remuneration sphere;
– Nomination committee – board diversity, succession
planning and corporate governance structures;
– Social, ethics and transformation committee – controls
in the sphere of ethics, corporate social responsibility,
sustainability and transformation; and
– IT steering committee – oversight of the group’s
technology and information systems.
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External audit

th

line of
defence

– Annual external audit of DAWN and its subsidiaries in
accordance with international auditing standards.

EXTERNAL ASSURANCE
PROVIDERS
contribution status.
Other external assurance providers.

3rd
line of
defence

Internal audit examines and evaluates the
appropriateness of:

INTERNAL ASSURANCE
PROVIDERS

– systems of internal control;
– risk management;
– governance processes; and
– internal audit’s functions’ alignment to the internal audit
charter.

2nd
line of
defence

1st
line of
defence

SPECIALIST FUNCTIONS
THAT FACILITATE AND
OVERSEE RISK AND
OPPORTUNITY

Specialist functions provide assurance on:
– risk management;
– compliance;
– governance; and
– health and safety.

Subsidiary company management and executive
management provide oversight of:

LINE FUNCTIONS THAT
OWN AND MANAGE RISK
AND OPPORTUNITY

– strategy implementation;
– key performance indicators and performance
measurements;
– internal control self-assessments; and
– continuous monitoring mechanisms and systems.
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COMBINED ASSURANCE continued
The DAWN group has taken an approach designed to meet the objectives of combined assurance in a pragmatic and costeffective manner.
The audit and risk committee has reviewed the combined assurance results for the group to satisfy itself that appropriate
risk.

BOARD ASSESSMENT OF THE GROUP’S SYSTEMS OF INTERNAL CONTROLS AND RISK
MANAGEMENT
come to their attention or arose out of the internal control self-assessment process, internal audit or year-end external audits
that causes the board to believe that the group’s systems of internal controls and risk management are not effective or that the
based on the combined assurances of external and internal auditors, management and the audit and risk committee.

ASSURANCE
The data in this report has been assured to the extent set out below.

report appears on pages 80 to 86 of the integrated report.

information, as incorporated in the 2018 sustainability data and information, and for the information contained in the integrated
maintaining adequate records and internal controls that are designed to support the reporting process.
The audit and risk committee has reviewed the sustainability matters in the sustainability data and in the integrated report to

The group internal audit department independently provided risk-based assurance on the sustainability data.
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